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/ Chriſt, and Chriftiguity, te keep out-of-falfe - o 
| Reports, Whiſperings, and Backbitings, M ? I 
Aliſturb the Peace Te the Church, 4 * . 1 
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\FTEN it tlc bes on. my He 22 "i 

Conſideration of the great Love of God .; 
who viſited me in my tender youthful B ;;ũ . 
lor then was I earneſty ſeeking after. he 
Knowledge of God, and Life Eternal, in o- 3 
litary Places where I might be alone ; A 
did I often mourn, cry, and travail in tiñ e 
Bitterneſs and Anguiſh of my Soul, till Be 
appeared who gives Relief to = e, 3 
and Needy: And bleſſed be the God 3 
who took Pity of me in my diſtreſſed 9 . 
and did for the Cry of the Poor, and Sighgg 
of the Needy, ariſe in an acceptable D e . 
give my Soul Relief from tho DiGuietings -_ © —_ 
and DiflatisfaQtions I was then under, while F _ 
was atnongſt the. r of, God 2 3 
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Bur; Now 7 God's bleſlee Day bath 


dawned, and his Arm of Salvation hath reach 
ed unto me, I can ſay it hath been a great 
Care upon my Spirit to keep to that ſure 


Rock, Foundation, Habitation and quiet 


peaceable Dwelling, which he hath in fome 
mealure given me a Poſſeſſion of, and an In- 
heritance in that Eternal Life that is with the 


- Father Eternal, praiſe to his Name for ever. 


No Friends, the Intent of this Paper is 
earneſtly to perſuade all, who profeſs the 
Truth, to keep out of thoſe very burtful Evils 
of Strife, Debate. and Diviſion, that are too 
commonly aggravated and heightened, by let- 
ting in Jealonſy, - falſe Reports, Whiſpering 


and Backbiting. This I have ſeen with Grief 


of Spirit in x! 4 Light'of the Lord, hath been 


the Means by which the Enemy, the evil 


Seed's-man, the Devil, the common Enemy 


of Man's temporal and eternal Good, * hath 
wrought to break that ſweet Unity and Hea- 


1 venly Converſation amongſt Brethren”: The 


Apoſtle Paul, in Rom. i. 29. had a Sight of 


theſe Evils, and declares them as his Judg- 


ment, to be Tokens of a declining and repro- 


| bate Mind; when they did not like to retain 
God in their Knowledge, God 'gave them up 


to a reprobate Mind to do thoſe Things which 


are not convenient, being filled with Envy, 


with what do not concern — and falſe Re- 


Murder, Debate, Dereit, Malignity, Whiſper- 
ing and 'Backbiting. 
1ſt.” Whiſpering, Backbiting, Inbrivedfiog 


ports 
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ports are the common Enemies of civil and 
ſpiritual Society; it hath a ſecret and cloſe 
Way of ſmiting in the Dark, and goes about 
from one to another, and privately vents its 
Slander, not with an Intent to make it leſs 
publick : It's a malicious Enemy, this Way 
the Whiſperer hath to deliver falſe Reports, 
that thereby he may make them the more be- 
lieved and ſpoken of too, for that Peron that 
receives @ falſe Report as a Secret from one, 
thinks to pleaſe ſome Body elſe by delivering 
it as a Secret to others alſo; ſo it paſſes from 
one to another, till at laſt it ſpreads over City, 
Town and Country. This Thing, whoever 
thou art that is guilty herein, proves very in 
jurious to thy Neighbour, therefore I earneſtly 
warn all to watch againſt this growing Evil, 
for mark you, in more publick Accuſations 
the Perſon grieved may have Remedies to clear 
himſelf, and detect his Adverſary: But here 
againſt the Whiſperer there is no Poſſibility of 
that, beeauſe the Whiſperer and Backbiter 
ſmite in the Dark, and we know not who it is, 
till at length his Whiſpers break out. Ah! 
the Tongue is a little Member, but doth much 
Miſchief, qhd is uſed oftentimes as a Sword 
that wounds the Reputation of innocent Per- 
ſons by falſe Reports, Solomon ſpeaks of it in 
Proverbs jxviii, a Whiſperer ſeparates chſef 

Friends, ö | 'P 
Adly, I beg of you to watch againſt the 
Whiſperer and falſe Reporter, as neither to 
give Way to or be an Encourager of thoſe that 
come 


4 
come with Slanders, for they that entertam 
them give Encouragement to them that prac- 
tiſe it; We have a Proverb in England, That 
if there were no Receivers there would be na 
Thieves : So if there were none that would 
give an Ear to Tales there would be no Tale- 
| bearers; if we are ſubject to give too eaſy 
Credit to them, this encourages the Whiſper- 
er and Backbiter, and ſo begets an ill Opini- 
on. of the Perfon, which is a great Evil to be- 
lieve Ill without a juſt Ground: When the 
Enemy hath thus far gained his End upon any 
to receive the Accuſation, then the next thing 
is to report it to others, and ſo become a com- 
panion with the Whiſperer and Backbiter, and 
after he hath unjuſtly withdrawn thy own good 
Opinion of thy Neighbour, endeavoureſt to 
rob him of that with others alſo ; for he that 
can take Delight to hear his Neighbour re- 
proached may well be preſumed to give us to 
believe, will not ſtick to ſpread the Slander. 
Therefore Friends, take my Chriſtian Ad- 
vice to keep in Innocency in this Matter, and 
not in the leaſt to encourage any that are given 
to falſe Reports, or the ſpreading things to the 
prejudice of others, by which the ſweet Con- 
verſation and Unity comes to be broken. 
3dly. This Sin of Whiſpering, Backbiting 
and falſe Reports, is a miſchievous Enemy 
that leſſens, if not wholly deſtroys the Credit 
of Man, not only in ſpiritual Things but na- 
tural, 1ſt. Conſider the Thing he is robbed 
of. 2dly. The Difficulty of making Satisfac- 
| tion 
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tion; a good Name is better than Riches," a 
Thing to be accounted in great Eſteem to 
every innocent Man, very near to a Man's 
Life: Now the making of Reparation for the 
Injury done in this Caſe of Defamation is very 
hard, nay, it ſeems almoſt impoſſible, for 
mind you, when, Men are poſſeſſed with an ill 
Opinion. of a Man, it is no eaſy Matter to re- 
move it our of their Minds: Therefore theſe 
Things being conſidered, how wary, how 
careful, aud how conſcientious ſhould we be 
in this Matter, how we ſpeak of, or give En- 
tertainment, to ſuch as are Fale-bearers, 
Whiſperers and falſe Reporters, that do ſuch 
great Miſchiefs ro Men. 

-athly. In your common Converſation or 
viſiting one another, keep out of theſe R 
and rather let it be in the Love of God, ſtir- 
ring up one another to Love, -and Charity, 
and good Works, according to the Gift that 
is in you, that your Viſits may be in the edi- 
fying and building up one another in the moſt 
Holy Faith, telling one another of your Ex- 
periences, and what the Lord hath done for 
your Souls, who is watering daily his pleaſant 
Plants, and cauſing them to grow as fruitful 
Plants, to the Praiſe of the good Huſband- 
man; and here as we are opened one to ano: 
ther we ſhall be kept freſh, and green, and 
tender in the Love of God, here none will be 
hurt, but rather if any are gone out of the 
Way or have ſlipt, to reſtore ſuck with the 
Spirit of Meekneſs and Tenderneſs, this _ 
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be far from loading any with Scorn and Ca- 
lumny, or reviving paſt offences, and is not 
according to the Wiſdom and Mercy of God, 
for it doth but drive farther from him, and 
from Unity with the Brethren : Read. Epbe/ 
iv. 31, 32. Let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, 
and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking be 
put away from amongſt you, with all Malice; 
and be you kind one to-another, and tender-bear- 
ted, forgiving one another, as God for Chriſt's 
Sake forgave you. | R 
- &5thly. Take not up an Occaſion © againſt 
any from bare report, without certain Teſti- 
mog y or Knowledge of Matter of Fact againſt 
the Perſon, and whoever thou art that reproves 
another for any Thing that is wrong, had need 
be innocent in any Converſation, and clear of 
thoſe Things thou reproveſt others for, other- 
wiſe it may be faid of thee as Chriſt taught in 
Matthew vii. Judge not, left thou be judged, 
for with what Judgment ye judge, ye ſball be 
Judged, and with what Meaſure ye meet, it ſhall 
be meaſured to you again: Aud why beboldeſt 
thou the Mote that is in thy Brother's Eye, and 
conſidereſt not the Beam that 1s in thy. own Rye; 
thou Hypocrite, firſt caſt out the Beam out of 
thine own Bye, and then ſbalt thou fee clearly 
to caſt out the Mote out of thy Brother's Eye. : 
Moſt certain it is, without this Rule be obſer- 
ved, thou wilt certainly pull down more than 
thou canſt build up by all the beſt Words in 
the World, or the moſt Pompous Appear- 
ance. c 
6thly. And laftly, I ſhall give theſe Direc- 
tions 
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tions as the proper Matic to ſtop and prevent 
the Current of ' thoſe growing Evils of Strife, 
Debate, Diviſion, Whiſpering, Backbiting 
and falſe Reports; you know it is the Part of 
a good Phyſician not only to ſhew What the 
Grief and Diſtemper is, but to apply ſuch 
proper Means as may be moſt ſuitable for the 
perfecting the Cure. The Diſeaſe is the Sub- 
ject which this Teſtimony is againſt, vix. 
Backbitings and Whilſperings : The infallible 
Cure for it, is our cloſe walking and abiding 
in Chriſt who is the peaceable Saviour, and 
Prince of everlaſting Peace; for moſt certain 
and without all Controverſy, if we keep in 
the Love and Life that is in him, we ſhall 
keep out of all that's evil, and all that offends 
or otherwiſe tends to the prejudice of another, 
for mark you, in Chriſt Jeſus there is neither 
giving Offence cauſleſly not taking Offence, 
- but a Dwelling in Love that is the fulfilling 
of the Law. 2dly. Put on Charity, it is the 
Bond of Perfectneſs, and hath theſe ſeveral 
Effects: It will certainly keep the Mind in a 
peaceable and meek. Temper, ſo far from 
yeeking Occaſion of Contention that no Pro- 
vocation ſhall draw us to it; Charity is not 
cory rovoked, ſo that whoſoever is unchari- 
able ewe his- Heart ſo far from a Chriſtian 
_— and it is to be conſidered the Na- 
ture of this Charity is ſach, that it will moſt 
certainly cauſe a tender Compaſſion towards 
all the Miſeries of others that have erred or 
gone out of the Way, to lend a Hand to re- 


ftore them back again. 5D 
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0 cloſe up this my Frinnaly: Petfuakion, 1 
1 you to read wtightily, and practiſe 
fiucerely, theſe Directions of Chriſt and = 

© Apoſtſe-Pax/ gives in this Caſe of Charity on 
towards another, which if truly obſerved Sil 
pat an End to theſe Controverſies amongſt 
Pefoleſſors of Chriſtiadity, Mat. xvitii 18. If 
y Brother ſhall rreſpaſs againſi thee,” go and | 
Tre᷑e uQqull hin bis Fault between thee:and him; if be 
all bear hors thou, haſt gained thy Brother 
Nom. xiv. 1. Him that 15 weak in the Faith 
Fecer pe you, Tot not to. doubtful Diſputations. 
Kom. xiv. 19. Let us follow after the Things 
_ that mike for Heace, and Things. wberewub!you 
ma ediſh one another. Now the God of Peace 


n that brought again our Lord Jeſus. from the 
Deal, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro! 
3 the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make 
Tou perfect in every good Work to do; his 
Will, working in you that-which is well-plea: 
nung in bis Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt; * 
3 n N Jor eue Amen. 0 40 
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